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seats in the Chamber in 1929, and twenty-two in 1935.
The Czechoslovak Small Traders9 Party aimed at the
protection of artisans and small shopkeepers against
Socialism, big industry and state-subsidized industries;
it had twelve seats in the Chamber in 1929, and seventeen
in 1935. The Fascist National Association, whose leader
was Rudolf Gayda, had no seats in 1929 and six in

1935-
The German Social Democratic Labour Party won

admiration for its heroic attitude in the last months of
the Republic. Its programme was similar to that of the
Czechoslovak Social Democratic party, but it favoured
autonomy for the national minorities. In 1929 it obtained
twenty-one seats, but nearly became engulfed in the
rising tide of Hitlerism from Germany; it obtained only
eleven seats in 1935. Its leader was Wenzel Jaksch, who
exhorted his followers to support the Czechoslovak state
during its death agony.

The Slovak Populist Party first made its appearance
in the political arena of the Republic at the assembly at
Sillein on December i8th, 1918, when Andrej Hlinka
was elected chairman. Almost from the first it demanded
autonomy, Catholic schools, an exclusively Slovak army
and language equality. In 1925 it obtained twenty-three
seats in the Chamber and twelve in the Senate. It had
Vice-Presidents in both Chambers in 1925, and on
January ijth, 1927, was given two portfolios in the
Government. But even as part of the Coalition Govern-
ment it did not surrender its demands for autonomy. It
was not representative of Slovakia as a whole but only a